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Another World is Possible
At the World Social Forum convened in Nairobi,

Kenya in January the 45,000 delegates agreed that a
better world is possible. Speakers for more than 200
workshops and panels concluded that poverty is one of
the most serious dangers in today’s world. Of a total
world population of 6.4 billion, one billion people cur-

rently live in slums, which may double by the year

2020. The lack of jobs and of adequate housing world
wide are issues that are not being addressed, especially

in our country.

Nobel peace laureate Shirin Ebadi, speaking at the
WSF, stated that we will never have peace until we

confront the problem of poverty. Factors related to pov-
erty are 1) the huge expenditures on militarism and 2)

financial corruption, which should be viewed as a

crime against humanity. She doesn'’t think her country,
Iran, should spend any of its treasury on armaments nor
does she think the U.S. is safer as a result of spending

more than $800 billion last year on its military.

At the 2000 World Millennium Summit, 189 heads of
government and state agreed to adopt the Millennium
Development Goals or MDGs in an effort to address

the universal problem of poverty, which would also
have an impact on the war on terror.

The MDGs, to be accomplished by 2015, include: 1)
eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; 2) achieve uni-
versal primary education; 3) promote gender equality; 5.
4) reduce child mortality; 5) improve maternal health;

6) combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, and other
diseases; 7) ensure environmental sustainability; and 8)

develop a global partnership for development.
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Poverty: What is the role of the U.S. and other
members of the U.N. in eradicating extreme pov-
erty and the other MDGs? Are these goals achiev-
able by 2015? How is poverty associated with war
and with women’s and children’s rights?

War: What other factors are related to war? How
can society be re-channeled into peaceful ways?
When are wars legal or illegal? How could the in-
ternational community have prevented the Afghani
stan and Iraq wars or the bombings of Lebanon an
Somalia?

Human rights and international law: What are hu-
man rights? How can human rights violating coun-
tries and leaders be punished? How effective are
treaties, conventions, and covenants in promoting
human rights? Is it ever acceptable to dismiss a ra
fied treaty, e.g., the Convention against Torture?
Are women’s and children’s rights taking a back-
seat to the war on terror?

Humanitarian concerns: During times of disaster
(e.g., the 2004 tsunami), how effective is the inter-
national community in providing humanitarian as-
sistance? What efforts are needed to improve the
lives of people living in war- or disaster-impacted
regions of the world? How can children be pro-
tected during and after armed conflict?

United Nations: What changes should be initiated
the U.N. to make it more effective? How can we
encourage our government to be more supportive
the U.N.?

Another world is possible, and on a quiet day, you car

At the unit meetings, a brief lecture will be followed by even hear it breathe— Arundhati Roy

a discussion of these questions:

Anne Hoiberg, Co-chair
International Relations Committee
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League of Women Voters
2006-07 Board of Directors

The League Needs a New Dues Secretary

President Sarah Hurd

Treasurer Christine Ahalt !’ve enjoyed being Dues _Secretary for six years because keep-

s ing records of members is essential to the League, and | got to
ecretary Peg Bates know many members and officers. The job involves maintain-

VP/Administration  Jeanne Brown ing members’ records, processing their dues, and a monthly

VP/Development report. You can do most of your work at home, whenever it's
: : convenient for you. (You do need a computer with Microsoft
VP/Membersh Pe Finch ) .
P goy ™ Word). The Membership Committee helps when needed.
VP/Program BﬁDl" Flom & Moreover, | intend to work with the new Dues Secretary during
Shirley Larson the year as needed.

VP/Public Poli N D hek , : . .
Hblie Folicy orma bamasne If you like getting to know League members and officers, like

Int'l Relations Anrt;e Hoibergﬁ working at your own pace and have a head for detail, you will
Rebecca Boot enjoy this work. Please phone or e-mail me if you want more

Natural Resources  Jill Elsner information, or would like to meet with me.

Voter Editor Faye Rose Dee Sacks, 619-226-2252

Social Policy deesacks@cox.net

Education Ruberta Castro

Unit Coordinator Sarah Brown

o Save the Date!
Voter Registration Inge Jodka
! n
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San Diego Voter
Admin. Assistant Genoveva Lopez
Flexible hours — (call ahead please) ! , -

Phone: (858) 483-8696 FAX: (858) 483-8396 ") I I I "

Email: lwvsd@san.rr.com
Website: www.lwvsandiego.org
SmartVoter: www.smartvoter.org "1& *
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LWVSD Diversity Policy

The LWVSD, in both its values and practices, affirms its belief and commitment to diversity and pluralism,
which means there should be no barriers to participation in any activity of the League of Women Voters on the basis
of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, or disability. LWVSD recognizes that diverse per-
spectives are important and necessary for responsible and representative decision making. LWVSD subscribes to
the belief that diversity and pluralism are fundamental to the values it upholds and that this inclusiveness enhances
the organization’s ability to respond more effectively to changing conditions and needs. LWVSD affirms its commit-

ment to reflecting the diversity of Americans in its Board, staff and programs.
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Joan Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice,
Voices of Women and
Women'’s Equity Council of the United Nations Association-San Diego Chapter
cordially invites you to

Third Annual International Women'’s Day

Celebration Breakfast
“Global Dispatches: Ending Discrimination and Violence
Against the Girl Child”

Thursday, March 8, 2007
7:00 — 7::30 A.M.: Registration/Buffet Breakfast
7:30 — 8::45 A.M.: Program

Joan Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice
(Rooms A—-D)
University of San Diego
5998 Alcala Park, San Diego 92110

$16.00/person; $8.00/student

Payments are accepted via credit card or check. Please make checks payable to USD,
with IPJ in the memo line, and send to the Joan Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice, Uni-
versity of San Diego, Attention: Lisa Anderson, 5998 Alcala Park, San Diego, CA 92110-
2492. For additional information or to be listed as a co-sponsor: contact 619-260-7509 or
http://peace.sandiego.edu

Cosponsors
International Relations Committee, League of Women Voters
International Interests Committee, American Association of University Women
National Organization for Women, San Diego County Chapter
San Diego County Commission on the Status of Women

51° Annual Session of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) in New York

Global Dispatches are presented on issues pertinent to the girl child. Every
year, representatives from nations worldwide gather at the U.N. to evaluate
progress on gender equality, identify challenges, set global standards, and
formulate concrete policies to promote gender equality and advancement
of women worldwide. This year, topics center on the girl child and include
violence, poverty, sexual exploitation, education, and discrimination.

LWV members attending the CSW-51 will be
Dee Aker, Rebecca Booth, Jeanne Brown, and Anne Hoi  berg.
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The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisatigalliorganization dedicated to informed and actiuéblic participation
in government policy and decision-making. Thadue engages in education and advocacy on behidlé @ublic interest and
welcomes full participation in its activities byl alembers of the public.
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Grice, Lund & Tarkington, LLP, CPAs
Political Campaign Reporting Services

@nee® Campaign Treasurer @pugse® Political Report Preparer

@  pank Account Manager

Let us be the Treasurer for your political campaign or principal book-
keepers, working with your Treasurer! Your political future depends on
the integrity of your financial management and reporting. We have been
in the business of earning our clients’ trust for over 50 years.

Carolyn J. Witt, CPA (760) 753-1157 ~ www.gltcpas.com
312 S. Juniper St., # 100 Escondido, CA 92025 ~144 West D Street, Encinitas, CA 92024

e * i% Make History! Join Joan Embry
)@/ March 24" at 5pm at UCSD
\' 7 to celebrate
' Six Extraordinary San Diego Women
at San Diego County

Women'’s Hall of Fame!
(A Partner of LWV SD)

For more information,
contact www.whmec.org/sd _hof
or Women'’s History Museum, (619) 233-7963.
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